Entry 17
Zechariah 3:2
“Is this not a brand
plucked from the fire.”
For all of his life, John Wesley
referred to himself as “a brand
plucked from the fire’ and of
course, he was. When a small
boy and the rectory was burning
John Wesley was tossed from a
window and saved from a certain
death.
As I thought of Sam that day and
knowing the history of his birth, I
thought of this verse. It is my
hope that God will use Sam and
Sarah and other men and
women to set Germany and all of
Europe ablaze.
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Dierdorf Commissions
Sam and Sarah Wolthaus
to Pfungstadt

I never liked “Pass It On” where
the tag line goes, “It only takes a
spark to get a fire going’ but it’s
true. God uses Spirit-filled men
and women as matchheads. This
is his means of igniting revival.

I further commend the
bravery of Pastor Heinrichs
and the Pfungstadt Church
It takes profound courage to
invite a young firebrand like Sam
to join the pastoral staff of a
rather conservative
Russian/German Baptist Church
with the hopes of turning it
around as occurred in Dierdorf.
Even in another language, I
immediately fell in with Pastor
Heinrich and his wife, Elena.

Elena, Sarah, Sam and Heinrich

Freshly graduated from Moody in Chicago, about
five years ago ACCI sent a totally enculturated,
German speaking Dutch/Ukrainian/German/
Canadian back to Germany to serve in a
community where he spent some of his youth. His
parents are old friends of ours. His mother, Irene
(formerly with Brother Andrew) married Henk of
Operation Mobilization so he had quite a
missionary pedigree. We prayed for Sam before he
was ever born so we expected from his birth that
he might make a significant contribution to the
kingdom.
He went off to Dierdorf and within a few years of
service there he met Sarah, a remarkable ministry
partner. They expect their first baby in August. I
learned that I would be in the area when Sam and
Sarah were being commissioned by the Dierdorf
Church to go to Pfungstadt about 2 hours away
(near Heidleberg) to help another church transition
from being evangelical to evangelistic. When Sam
showed up at Dierdorf the church had plateaued
with few conversions. Sam, an evangelist changed
the atmosphere and brought a fresh wind and
vision to the church. Time now to move on.

Acts 13:2

“As they ministered
to the Lord and
fasted, the Holy Spirit
said, “Now separate
to Me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to
which I have called
them.”
After the sending out
service and while
having lunch the wife
of a church leader said
this to me, “We sent
our best.” Wow! What
a testimony to both
Sam and the Dierdorf
church. At the packed
testimonial service, it
was clear to me that it
was not easy to give
Sam and Sarah up to
another congregation.
Testimony after
testimony declared
the positive influence
they had on the lives
of others and the
future of the church.
So many churches
want to possess for
themselves gifted and
grace-filled leaders
but as one person
said, “The church is a
river not a reservoir.”

