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Never Give Up…

Men’s Conference
Lake Garda, Verona, Italy

ACCI Partners
You may find this
interesting. Most
missionaries to
Europe leave the field
before the first fouryear assignment is
completed. The cost
(financially,
emotionally and to
the testimony of the
church) is enormous.
It is almost
impossible for any
missionary to
sufficiently learn the
language and
enculturate during
that brief period. It
once was that it took
forty years to produce
a “career” missionary.

Thirty men from more than ten
nations and three churches
came together.

What is Christianity Masculinity?
Frankly, by comparison to many more refined
American males who cannot start a Briggs and
Stratton engine, African, Italian and Latino
men generally have a good idea of what it
means to be “manly.” I felt like my talks
needed to interpret how this masculinity plays
itself out from a Jesus modeled “servantleader” perspective. I tried to be clear that
there is a time for bold, courageous leadership.
Jesus braided the whip himself. Yet, there
was another side to Jesus’ manhood and that
which he taught his disciples. It is not about
power. It’s about authority. Power is taken.
Authority is earned. Having this in mind, I
tried to describe Christ-like maleness in the
church, the home and the world. In this part of
the world there is a need for it at every level.

Though largely socked in by the weather
we had great times of worship, reflection,
fellowship and food.

Having this in mind,
ACCI set out to
resource national
workers in as many
ways as possible.
Though these folks
are totally prepared
for the home culture,
they rarely have the
support and finances
they need. They have
their sleeves rolled up
and ready for the
work.
So then, we fully
partner with national
brothers and sisters as
a way of more
effectively
transmitting the
gospel without the
long years required
for a Canadian or
America to make the
cultural adjustments.

